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COMPARISONS OF ACTORS. 
DRURY LANE, SADLER’S WELLS, PRINCESS’S. 


So much has been written from time to time 
on the comparative strength of our London 
companies, many criticising with severity 
that of the Princess's, others putting forward 
the superiority of Sadler’s Wells, and a third 
section asking why Mr. Smith does not get 
better actors? we put forth, in consequence, 
an analysis of the men at the head in the 
various departments at each of those drama- 
tic temples cited above, and, we think, that 
the deductions we draw cannot be questioned 
by the partizans of either. The only 
method we know of proving their relative 
strength is by ranging their degrees of talent 
in three divisions, and by classing and re- 
classing them in particular walks of the 
drama. This plan will not prove so definite 
as we could wish, as will be seen as we pro- 


ceed, but it is the only one that will bring | 


us at all near a correct estimate. 

Sadler’s Wells, Princess’ s. Drury Lane. 
1 Phelps Kean Brooke 

2 Marston Lacey Mead 

3 Lunt Ryder G. Bennett 

4 Bedford Fisher Belton 

5 L. Ball Harley G. Wild 

6 Barrett Addison Younge 

7 Mrs. Ternan Mrs. Kean Mrs. Vickery 
8 Mrs. Marston MrsWinstanleyMrs. Selby 

9 Miss Cooper Miss Heath Miss Cathcart 
10 Miss Travers Miss Leclercq ,, Featherstone 


We will now attempt to place them into 
three divisions, according to the general 
opinion of their talents. 

I. The first selection forces itself upon 
us; genius makes it ; public opinion declares 


it; and moreover, the second and third run 
desire to be considered first-rate general 
actors, but do not attempt to make any claim 
for greatness. As general actors they, no 
doubt, deservedly, take the lead, both, we 
imagine, having a tolerably equal quantity 
of partisans and supporters. As the one 
great actor of the day, stands Mr. G. V. 
Brooke, the second place we give in favor of 
Mr. Phelps, though, at the same time, we 
believe the position will be questioned by 
some of the more determined admirers of 
Mr. Kean. 

III. Of Messrs. Lunt, Bennett, and 
Ryder, a moment’s thought will put Mr. 
Lunt down as a bad third, quite a trifle in 
comparison with the two others, of whom 
we incline to Mr, George Bennett, but this 
opinion is not a powerful one, as we think 





it only in some characters that he is superior 
to Mr. Ryder. 


IV. Belton, Bedford, and Fisher, as the 
juveniles of the separate establishments, again 
give Drury Lane the advantage. Belton is 
a careful gentlemanly actor, and fast rising ; 
certainly superior to Fisher, and about equal 
to Dickinson, with the advantage of a more 
musical voice. Bedford comes to the win- 
ning post a bad third. 





V. Harley, for old acquaintance sake, 
must occupy the position that we are as- 
‘sured George Wild will not attempt to dis- 
pute. We like them equally well. Asa 

broad comic actor, Wild is preferable; as a 
| Shaksperian comedian, give us John Harley, 
| therefore Harley shall be first Lewis Ball 
| is generally cast for comic characters, and 
on that ground, for we cannot with justice 
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on any other, we have ventured to put him 
down among the low comedians. 


r . e . 
VI. There is not a very wide amount of 


talent between Mr. Younge and Barrett, 
still there is a certain amount of unction in 
the former that should give him the pre- 
ference ; Addison a very good third. 

VII. Mrs. Kean, as a general actress, 
must stand first, Mrs. Ternan and Mrs. 
Vickery are about equal. 

VIII. & I]. The near equality here 
makes it difficult to create a preference. In 
tragic characters we should say Marston and 
Mead. With the ladies, there is the same 
near equality. Mrs, Selby and Mrs. Mar- 
ston, by long acquaintance with the stage, 
being, at times, more at home than Mrs. 
Winstanley. 

IX. Of the three juvenile ladies, we 
shall put Miss Cooper first ; and, most cer- 
tainly, Miss Heath last, by some degrees. 

X. The light comedy ladies come into our 
last selection; Miss Featherstone and Miss 
Leclereq beating off Miss Travers to a con- 
siderable distance. Of the two former, 
much as we admire Miss Leclercq, the 
popular Isabelle stands higher and pro- 
mises more. 

The following is the epitome— 

FIRST DIVISION, 

G. V. Brooke, Marston, Mead, Bennett, 
Belton, Harley, Younge; Mrs. Kean, Miss 
Cooper, Miss Featherstone, Mrs. Marston, 
and Mrs, Selby. 

SECOND DIVISION. 

Phelps, Kean, Ryder, Fisher, Wild, Bar- 
rett, Addison; Mrs. Ternan, Mrs. Vickery, 
Mrs, Winstanley, Miss Cathcart, and Miss 
Leclercq. 

Thus, of the three companies, the best 
men in their several lines are thus distri- 
buted :— 

Sadler’s Wells 3.—Marston, Miss Cooper, 
and Mrs. Marston. 

Princess’s 2,—Harley and Mrs. Kean. 

Drury Lane 6.—Brooke, Bennett, Mead, 
Belton, Miss Featherstone and Mrs. Selby. 

In attempting to classify actors there is 
always a great difficulty, as some men re- 
present two lines, varying exceedingly. Mr. 
Walter Lacy is an instance of this, and 
through this we have omitted in our analysis 
the male light comedy department which is 
certainly stronger at the Princess’s and 
Sadler’s Wells, as for instance, 


W. Lacy, Hoskins, Belton. 
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Ilad we inserted this it would have been to 
the exclusion of the second men in the com- 
pany, which we scarcely felt justified in 
doing, as Mr. Lacy plays equal parts with 
Messrs. Mead and Marston. 

Another department is the low comedy 
ladies, of which there is no separate exponent 
at Sadler’s Wells and the princess’s, and the 
advantage gained over Mr. Belton by Messrs. 
Hoskins and Walter Lacy is perfectly poised 
by the presence of Miss Fanny Williams. 
The light and low comedy would stand 
thus :— 


Miss Travers 


Tiss Featherstoar } 
Miss F. Williams | 
Mrs. Lewis, of Drury Lane, and Miss 
Murray, of the Princess’s, as second serious, 
certainly, are much before Miss Bassano in 
the same line. 

Neither house boasts of many in the 
musical way, Miss Featherstone being the 
only artiste used to operatic music. Fanny 
Williams, Miss Travers, and Miss Leclereq 
do the occasional singing, next comes Miss 
Johnson, and last there is Kate Hickson, of 
public-house celebrity. So what advantage 
there is in music may be fairly claimed by 
Drury Lane. 

In the ballet department, beyond the oc- 


Miss Leclereq 





casional appearance of Frampton’s pupils, 
there is nothing at the Wells; at the Prin- 
cess’s there is still less ; but at Drury Lane 
| there is certainly the best ballet company in 
the metropolis. Milano, Louise, Therese 
and Annie Cushnie, Louise Blanche, Madlle. 
Mars, Marion, Lees, and Maria Charles are 
names well. known here, and some of them 
highly appreciated in the French capital. 
We think the question of the best company 
is fully answered. 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES. — 














DRURY LANE. 


Ir is with much regret we inform our read- 
ers of the severe indisposition of Mr. G. V. 
Brooke, which has been brought on in con- 
sequence of the great fatigue he has under- 
gone in sustaining the most arduous charac- 
ters on the English stage, night after night, 
for the last month. No constitution, be it 
ever so strong, can bear such incessant fa- 
_tigue, and we regret very much Mr. Brooke 
| should have been persuaded to play more 
' than three times a week, this was the usual 
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practice with Kemble, Kean, Young, and 
indeed all the great actors that have gone 
before him. On Wednesday, the last but 
one morning performance took place; the 
representation of the pantomime being on 
this occasion preceded by The Four Mow- 
brays, in which Master David Ersser plays 
four characters with great power of versa- 
tility and considerable humour. The other 
characters in this amusing trifle are repre- 
sented by the remaining children of the 
Eirsser family, who all possess decided his- 
trionic talent. The boys of the Marine 
School, Greenwich, were present, by invita- 
tion of Mr. E. T. Smith, and, with their 
juvenile band, filled several rows in the front 
of the pit. They appeared to enjoy the pan- 
tomime amazingly, and laughed with all 
their heart at the fun of King Humming-Top, 
and the World of Toys, in which every boy 
takes so lively an interest. On Wednesday 
night Mr. Brooke was unable to appear as 
announced in the tragedy of Hamlet. The 
part of Hamlet was undertaken by Mr. T. 
Mead, who acquitted himself very creditably 
in it; and on Thursday night Mr, George 
Bennett played with much success, Master 
Walter, in The Hunchback. On Saturday 
the Honeymoon drew a good house. Mr. 
Mead’s personification of the Duke Aranza 
was quite equal to our expectations, such 
parts not being altogether in his line of 
acting. Mr. Belton and Mr. Young were 
highly successful, and Mrs. E. Lewis showed 
her ability lies decidedly in genteel comedy. 
Her acting was sprightly, lady-like, and 
animated, and put us in mind of by-gone 
days. 

HAYMARKET. 
Ranelagh.—This very successful comedietta, 
which is full of the most pleasing equivoque, 
is adapted from a Comediec-vaudeville by 
M.M. Cormon and Eugene Grange, entitled 
Une mari qui se derange, successfully per- 
formed, in 1846, at the French Theatre, 
the St. James’s. Mr. Palgrave Simpson is 
the adaptor, and gives the title of Ranelagh, 
carrying the time back to the reign of the 
second George, when Ranelagh Gardens 
were in vogue, and were frequented by all 
the leaders of fashion of that day, The em- 
barrasments arising out of the encounter 
of Lady Rovely (Miss Reynolds), Dr. Cod- 
dlelove (Mr. Buckstone), Mrs. Coddlelove 
(Mrs. Fitzwilliam), Sir Robert Rovely (Mr. 
G. Vandenhoff), Florintine, Lord Prying- 
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ton (Mr. W, Farren), Col. Crawfish (Mr. 
Tilbury), Bramble (Mr. Rogers), Sir Lori- 
mer Lally (Mr. Villiers), and Frosty Fleg- 
morton (Mr. Braid), in the walks of 
Ranelagh are of the most exciting deserip- 
tion, yet they are kept quite within the 
bounds of propriety ; and the result is one 
continued explosion of risibility on the part 
of the audience. Mr. Clark was peculiarly 
at home in the part of Fluster, a Ranelagh 
waiter. The illuminated Rotunda and view 
of Ranelagh is nightly received with im- 
mense applause. 


GRECIAN SALOON. 


A pRaMA, in three acts, entitled The Plaque 
of the Family; or, The Gentleman's Son, 
has been produced here with complete suc- 
cess. It is a translation from the French, 
by Mr. W. E. Suter, the comedian. The 
piece has proved deservedly attractive for 
the very excellent artistie manner it has been 
put upon the stage. The scenery, by Mr. 
Jones, is very pretty, the dresses exceedingly 
elegant, and the characters are well cast and 
admirably sustained. The Christmas pan- 
tomime, after a most successful career of 
seven weeks, terminated its existence, by 
the revival of Mr. Bosworth’s drama, called 
Louise de Lignerolles, which was an im- 
mense favourite with the east-end play-goers, 
when Mr. Conquest was the proprietor of 
the old Garrick Theatre. A new musical 
and spectacular burlesque, by Mr. Kingdon, 
is in active preparation, and will shortly be 
produced. It is called The Magic Cap; 
or, The Genii and the Princess. 


TESTIMONIAL TO J. F. SAVILLE. 


OnTuesday onese’nnightlof the most interest- 
ing and, certainly, the largest audience that 
ever appeared on the Nottingham boards, 
occupied the stage of the Theatre Royal. 
About twelve o’clock the entire of Mr, J. F. 
Saville’s company, consisting of every por- 
tion of the establishment in every depart- 
ment, with some personal friends, met on 
thestage, tothenumberof upwards of eighty. 
After feasting with great zest, a most elegant 
fifteen-day time-piece, under a large glass 
shade, was placed on the centre table, along 
with a very splendid massive gold ring, ele- 
gantly set; and Mr. J. F. Saville, Mrs. 
Saville, Miss Kate, and other members of 
his family having been called for and taken 
their seats in the front of the lights, Mr. 
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Hargrave, the principal tragedian of the 
company, stepped forward and addressed the 
ladies and gentlemen present in the follow- 
ing manner :— 

‘In the name of the company I request 
your acceptance of this ring, and beg re- 
spectfully to present this time-piece to your 
talented wife and amiable daughter; and 
that the good people of Nottingham will 
appreciate your efforts to cater for their 
amusement and crown them with crowded 
houses, is the most anxious wish of all pre- 
sent.” (Tremendous rounds of applause.) 

Mr. Hargrave then presented the time- 
piece to Mrs. Saville and family, and the 
ring to Mr. J. F. Saville. Mr. Saville im- 
mediately rose, amidst loud cheers. From 
his heart he thanked them for the very un- 
expected and kind display exhibited towards 
himself, and more particularly his dear 
family. He went at large into the affairs of 
the stage and its management, and assured 
those present it would be his duty, as it 
had always been his endeavour, to make 
every one of the establishment happy and 
comfortable. 





CORRESPUNDENUE. 
NOTICE 
Tue Mth Volume, for 1853, is now ready, and may be had 
at our office, 113, Fleet Street, of Lacy, Wellington Street 
Strand, and Harris, Bow Street. Price 4s. 6d. F 
kK. Barys.—Previous engagements and the weather pre- 
vented our attendance at the institution, Portman Sq. 


A New Svus.—Go to the Soho Theatre, there are several 
clubs you may join. 


B. W. W.—The article came to hand, and shall have inser- 
tion the first opportunity. 


E- B. &.—The performance ought to commence at the 
Cabinet exactly at seven o’clock. 

CABINET THEATRE.—We were present at this theatre on 
Monday and witnessed the acting of a young lady in the 
oo of Portia, which gave us great pleasure. We 
shall give a notice in our next. She is a pupil 
W. West. lea 
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MANAGEMENTS, 


Tue managers who endeavour most fre- 
quently to pioduce sterling plays are Phelps, 
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C. Kean, Creswick, Wallack, and Buck- 
stone. Ofthese, Kean is most patronised 
by the upper classes, and Phelps, Creswick, 
and Wallack, in various degrees, by the 
middle order. Kean relies most for success 
on spectacle, and Phelps on general com- 
pleteness. Kean being but a fair actor in 
most parts, a good one in few, and a medi- 
ocre one in many, is compelled to rely on 
something more than the acting of himself 
and his but average company for patronage. 
Accordingly we find that some expedients 
are resorted to scarcely compatible with the 
dignity of a first class theatre to secure the 
rewards for which all managers pant; and 
they are generally not withheld. 

Phelps, on the contrary, cannot afford to 
lay out money so lavishly as they do at the 
Princess’s. Sadler’s Wells, however, having 
exhausted nearly the whole stock of plays is 
rapidly declining, and we fear will not re- 
cover its popularity. Buckstone seems on 
a tack little likely to attract the patrons of 
theatrical entertainments; and whether 
Creswick and Wallack will be able to main- 
tain their ground in situations so little cen- 
tral is a problem not yet solved. ‘There is 
still room, we think for an able management 
—a vigorous and a generous one. 





Such a theatre as the Lyceum, if ever 
vacant, would be the best home for tragedy 
and comedy if they should ever regain their 
departed glories. VicTor. 





_AMATEUR THI 


EATRICALS. 
"MARYLEBONE LITERARY — 
INSTITUTE. 

Tue second dramatic performance of the 





| able applause. 


Elocution Club of the above institution took 
place on Friday, and was well received by 
a numerous audience. The programme 
comprised The Gamester, a scene from 
Othello, and the £100 Note. In the first 
piece, the part of Beverley was creditably 
sustained by Mr. Crispe, despite a manifest 
nervousness. This gentleman, who seems 
to be one of the best tragic members of the 
class, requires one great essential to make 
him a really good amateur, viz., experience. 





- | He should likewise take a few lessons in 


| fencing, to learn the better how to hold a 
isword. The dying speech, however, was 
| delivered with an amount of pathos that was 
_ very effective, and brought down consider- 
Mr, Stains, as Stukely, 
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emulated the transpontine “ stars” at the 
minors, and ranted to perfection, Jarvis 
was well played by Mr. Alderton, only in 
too lachrymose a tone. Mr. Brown was a 
manly Lewson, and Messrs. Biss and Hig- 
ginson, as Bates and Dawson, left much to 
be desired. The £100 Note, which con- 
cluded the performance, was well played. 
Mr. Lansdown portrayed the choleric Welsh- 
man, Morgan, with great ability; and Mr. 
Alderton, likewise, deserve much commen- 
dation for his admirable impersonation of 
Mortmorency. Billy Black, by Mr. Hig- 
ginson, and O’Shocknessy, by Mr. Brown, 
were both clever performances, and added 
much to the success of the piece. Mr. 
Stains played Balker with spirit, and Mr. 
Honiss was tolerable as Janus. There was 
much applause throughout, and at the con- 
clusion of the piece; and, as a whole, the 
entertainment was successful. 


SOHO. 


Tue fourth performance of the season of the 
St. James’s Club took place on Wednesday 
last, when the drama of The Rent Day was 
performed by the principal amateurs of the 
club. Mr. Mowbray, although a clever 
actor in broad comedy, is not seen to the 
best advantage in such characters as Martin 
Heywood, his forte being in characters 
where bustle and eccentricity is required ; 
nevertheless, he introduced considerable 
pathos and feeling into the part, and looked 
the character exceedingly well. Mr. Terry’s 
Toby Heywood is to well known to require 
comment from us ; in all the little situations 
where he comes in contact with Old Crumbs 
he never loses the chance of making every 
little tell, and he acts without restraint or 
apparent exertion—in such quiet parts he is 
quite at home. Silver Jack was well repre- 
sented by Mr. Willoughby, who never plays 
any part he undertakes indifferently. Mr. 
Munro, as Crumbs, in the last act, was very 
effective, his conception of the character 
being quite correct, and his acting far above 
mediocrity. Bullfrog is a character which 
Mr. Alexander shines in ; his person, voice, 
and manner is exactly suited for the part. 
Mr. Blakely, as Grantley, was gentlemanly, 
and the other male characters were acted 
efficiently. Miss Cleveland, as Rachael, 
has added to her former reputation in the 
assumption of this character. It was evident 
she made a most favourable impression on 





the audiance. Oh, Polly Briggs! how for- 
tunate is the man who has to make love to 
you, and who would not that had the oppor- 
tunity ? independent of your excellent acting 
love is both thy name and nature. The 
play went off capital, and was much ap- 
plauded throughout. A one act farce fol- 
lowed, entitled Cool as a Cucumber, in which 
Mr. Willoughby sustained the character of 
Plumper, originally done by C. Mathews. 
Here this clever amateur was quite at home, 
and went through the character in a masterly 
style, to the evident delight of a brilliant 
audience. 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Sir,—A reading from the tragedy of Hamlet 
was given by R. W. Roberts, Esq., at the 
Amicable Literary Institution, Hackney 
Road, which I think ought to be noticed, as 
a better reading I have never heard. The 
delivery was remarkably good, more parti- 
cularly the scene between the Grave-diggers, 
and from the great length of the play it was 
(considering the exertion) a decided treat, 
not being professional. 

Being a frequenter of that institution (a 
new one) I can bear questioning to the re- 
markably good course of lecture that has 
been put before the members by the Secre- 
tary and managers of the institution, and if 
it were patronized in the way it should be it 
would be a great blessing to the neighbour- 
hood ; but, certainly, to persons who are 
fond of readings, the entertainment must 
have been a decided treat. 

Hoping you will find space for these few 
remarks I am, Sir, yours, &c. 

A SusscriBEr. 


CLOWNS 
AND THEIR DISTINCTIONS. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—I propose to show the distinctions 
there are in our present race of Clowns, 

There are three Clowns, each inimitable 
in his way, now playing at three of our 
principal theatres. I allude to Mr, T. 
Matthews, Mr. H. Marshall and Mr. Huline, 
of the Drury Lane, Haymarket, and Prin- 
cess’s Theatres, respectively. 

Mr. T. Matthews represents class No. 1., 
being the only living Clown who resembles 








the late celebrated Joe Grimaldi. He, like 
that “‘ King of Clowns,” depends on his own 
genuine humour, assisted by nothing save 
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his excellent voice, with which he yearly 
delights his admirers with ‘ Hot Codlings ” | 
and “ Tipitywitchet.” 

Mr. H. Marshall represents class No. 2. 
His fun is not so rich as that of Matthews, 
nor, does he sing, but his forte lies in dancing 
and playing, in each of which he is a great 
proficient; it is only necessary to see him 
in the pantomime of Harlequin and the 
Three Bears to come away amused by his 
sprightliness and astonished by his musical 
feats. 

Mr. Huline represents class No. 3. He 
is by far the most active little Clown seen 
since the days of Bradbury (at one time the 
rival of Grimaldi). Some of Mr. Huline’s 
feats are almost incredible, and are well 
worth seeing, as well as his extremely clever 
little dog, who partakes of his master’s 
talents in a very eminent degree. 

These, then, are the three classes of 
Clowns, viz., the humourous and singing 
Clown; the dancing and playing Clown; 
and the athletic or feat performing Clown. 
Occasionally they go a little out of their 
own particular line, but it is very seldom, 
and to no extent. 

Before concluding, one word for Mr. 
Flexmore, of the Strand Theatre. He is of 
the H. Marshall school, and may be con- 
sidered second to him; in dancing he is 
quite at home, and is very amusing in a 
ballet. 

Excuse me for having thus encroached upon 
your valuable time. I remain, Sir, 

One or THE CorsicaN Brotuers. 





y 'o the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Sin,—The liberality of the lessee of Drury 
Lane Theatre, Mr. Smith, induces me to 


direct the public attention thereto. Many 
persons are not aware that during the 
horsemanship, and subsequently at the 
morning performances of the pantomime, he 
has most generously given free-admissions 
to the Chelsea boys, also those of Greenwich 
to witnessthe same. Now, I have no reason 
to suppose that there are not other proprie- 
tors in London who, if the hint were given, 
would not follow his generous example, and 
suppose they all, on some given day, before 
the pantomimes are withdrawn, were to offer 
the children in the various workhouses the 
free-admission to some part of the theatre. 
It could be managed very well if the follow- 





ing plan were carried out :— 


Clerkenwell to Sadler’s Wells. 

Shoreditch to the Britannia. 

St. Luke’s to the Eagle. 

Bethnal Green and Hackney to the Stan- 
dard. 

Whitechapel and Spitalfields to the City. 

Newington to the Surrey. 

Lambeth to the Victoria, and so on, 

I think the proprietors would lose nothing 
by it, and it would be amusing to the poor 
children. I am, your obedient servant, 


F. B. W. 
A WORD ON WOODIN. 


Mr. Woopin seems to have acquired new 
life and vigor since his provincial trip ; and, 
assuredly, for powers of varied memory he 
is without a rival. The talent of Mr. 
Woodin would, we fancy, render him a val- 
uable acquisition to the theatre, were he 
inclined to be a competitor with some of 
our best comic actors for the palm of excel- 
lence on the boards, and, perhaps, to employ 
a phrase now in common use, he would 
“take the shine” out of C. Mathews in 
some parts, 

Woodin is not only a capital mimic, but 
one can see that he is a man of original ob- 
servation, and capable of reaching a height 
which his entertainment, amusing, though 
it be, cannot but let the publie admire. May 
he have the ambition, as he has the ability, 
to achieve more. 











r 


MancuestER.—T'HEATRE Royat.—During the 
past week the Aztec Children have appeared, in 
addition to The Miller and his Men and the pan- 
tomime, Mr. Chambers, the Treasurer, and Mr. 
Dewhirst, Clown, take their respective benefits 
in the course of this week, when we hope to see 
the house crowded to excess. 


Queren’s TuEratre.—The pantomime at this 
establishment was withdrawn on Saturday last, 
and on Monday a new drama was produced, en- 
titled Woman and her Master, dramatised, we 
believe, from the tale of that name, by a well- 
known dramatic writer, and which promises to 
become a favourite. 

HERNANDEZ AND Stonr’s Equestrian EnveER- 
TAINMENT.—We visited this immense circus on 
Saturday last, to witness the progress of erection, 
&e. It is a circular wooden building, very sub- 
stantial, and beautifully fitted up in the interior, 
capable of seating three thousand persons, and 
room, also, for more than one thousand to pro- 
menade. The circus opened on Monday evening, 
and of the performances we shall be able to speak 
in our next, 
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Suerrietp.—Turatre Royat,—Slavery has 


had another successful week ; it has again been 
played every night, and always to full houses. 
The afterpieces have been The Lady and the Devil 
and the Midnight Watch. On Friday night the 
performances were for the benefit of Miss St. 
Casse, when, besides her usual part of Eva, in 
Slavery, she played Georgette, in the petite 
comedy of ’Twas I, The house was very well 
attended. As Georgette she fully sustained the 
reputation she has already justly earned. Her 
charming simplicity and vivacity of manner, 
combined with her pleasing vocal attainments, 
have made her a general favourite. 
Bosron.—Mr. Douglas concluded a most suc- 
cessful theatrical season here on Saturday last. 


Baru.—The pantomime, after a most success- 
ful run, was announced to be withdrawn on last 
Saturday night. Mr. Walter Montgomery con- 
tinues to hold his position as leading actor. 


Grovucester.—During the week Mr. McKean 
Buchanan has appeared at this theatre in Othello, 
Macbeth, The Lady of Lyons, and The Stranger. 


StoxE-vpon-Trent.—Mr. Barry Sullivan cons 
cluded a most successful engagement on the 11th 
inst. During the past week the theatre has been 
very well attended. 

Barnsirey.—Lady E, 8, Stanhope patronised 
a concert here on Monday last, at which Miss 
Poole, Miss Lascelles, and Mr. F. Bodda were 
the principal executants. It was much crowded. 


Portsmoutn. — At Lawrence’s Royal Circus 
Mr. W. O. Dale, of equestrian celebrity, is per- 
forming daring exploits nightly. On Thursday 
the officers of her Majesty’s fleet patronised the 
performances, which were in aid of the Clarence 
Esplanade improvements. 


MeELBouRNE (AvustRaLta).— Madame Sarah 
Flower has appeared with great eclat at the 
Saturday Concerts, given at Rowe’s Circus. She 
is announced as the prima donna for the English 
Opera House. 








OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 


Tue members of the Elocution Class, at the 
Mechanics’ Institution, Southampton Buildings, 
Chancery Lane, will give an entertainment on 
Monday next, February 27th, for the benefit of 
Nrs. Nixon, whose husband died a short time 
back and has left her with a large family totally 
unprovided for. The many can help one when 
one cannot help himself. 

Mr. anp Mrs. Ruopes will give their annual 
concert at the Clown Tavern, St. John’s Street 
Road, on Thursday next. The programme sets 
forth considerable talent. 

Tue Emerarp Istz anp Lakes or Kinuarney. 
—Mrs. Gibbs’s musical, pictorial, and descriptive 
illustrations of the scenery, people, and music of 
the sister isle, will be shortly withdrawn. Those, 
therefore, who have not yet witnessed this in- 
teresting national entertainment, should immedi- 
diately pay a visit to ‘The Hibernia,” adjoining 
the Polytechnic Institution. 

Mr. Brana, the son of the well-known Eng- 
lish tenor of that name, is singing at Vercelli, in 
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Piedmont, with great success. According to La 
Fama, a musical paper at Milan, he has created 
a furore in Donizetti’s Poliuto, and in an opera 
by M. Sanelli, J? Fornaretto, 

Signor Lasiacug, it is rumoured, has at last 
joined the company at the Royal Italian Opera; 
and that the season will possibly be opened by 
Madame Alboni. 

Her Maggsty and Prince Albert, accompanied 
by the Princess Royal, visited the Haymarket 
Theatre on Friday evening to witness the per- 
formance of Guy Mannering, in which Miss 
Cushman sustained her celebrated character of 
Meg Merrilies. 

Lycrum.—Her Majesty and Prince Albert 
honoured the performances at this theatre wlth a 
visit on last Thursday evening. 

Tue Netson Picrure.—Barker’s fine historical 
picture, representing Nelson receiving the swords 
of the vanquished Spanish officers, on the quar- 
ter-deck of the San Josef, will remain on view 
for a short time, at Messrs. Leggatt’s, Cornhill. 


Tur Crystat Patace.—On Sunday last we 
made our way to the palace at Sydenham, and 
having reached it, ascended to the dizzy height, 
and gazed down and around with wonder at the 
immensity of the stupendous fabric. At present 
it is incomplete in the extreme; but there are 
immense numbers of casts scattered about, and 
some specimens of architecture well executed. 
We anticipate great pleasure from the contem- 
plation of the whole when finished. It will 
contribute largely to the enjoymnent of our 
friends, and to the improvement of national 
taste. 


Mr. W. F. Wattetr.—Mr. Wallett, the talened 
clown, who is now at Macarte’s circus, celebrated 
on Monday last, the thirtieth anniversary of his 
debut by giving away upwards of 1,200 pounds of 
bread to the poor, at the circus. About 400 poor 
were let into the pit of the circus, where they 
each received a large loaf. Last evening Mr. W. 
F. Wallett, the witty and intelligent clown, took 
his farewell benefit in the above establishment, 
which was crowded in every part. 


Great Exurpition Pranororte, presented by 
Messrs. Broadwood to the Royal Society of Mv- 
sicians, has, it is reported, at length found a sale, 
having been bought by the sisters of Dr. Elliotson. 
A sum of 300 guineas has thus been added to the 
funds of the charity, the proceeds of the sale of 
this spleneid instrument. 


THE GODS OF OLYMPUS AT THE 
THEATRE, 


Aw Ornicinat Porm.—Part I. Continued 
By AZARIEL. 


In council the gods now assembled above 

And sat round the throne of Imperial Jove, 

When Zeus himself, in his fatherly style, 

The assembly began to address with a smile : 

He proposed that they should again visit the 
earth, 

And devote a short season to music and mirth ; 

Though the world had neglected them many a 





day, 
Their altars and temples had most passed away, 
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And nought but tradition remained to tell 
How the gods of the ancients arose and fell, 
Succeeded by some more powerful clan, 

To suit the wavering mind of man, . 
Yet again they would visit the earth in disguise, 
And learn for themselves, if it really be true, 

That man has expelled from Olypian skies, 

The gods that the ancients so loved and knew ; 
Then turning to Pallas, who sat at his side, 
Array’d in the garb of a warrior’s pride, 

He gracely bent his imperial head, 

And thus to the blue-eyed maiden said :— 

*O, glorious Goddess of Wisdom, say, — 

What plans in thy bosom have found their way? 
What place upon earth shall first be blessed 
With the presence of those who it once confess’d ? 
And how shall we pass away the hours, 

To please the whim of the heavenly powers? 
Say, daughter of him whose arm can wield 

The thunder of heaven’s unbounded field.” 


Pleased to be first of the Powers thus pressed, 

The smiling Minerva her sire addressed— 

“*O Lord of the Universe thus be it said,— 

Though our altars and temples no longer with 
dread f i 

Are regarded by mortals, yet still we will go, 

Disguised in their shapes, to the regions below. 

You remember the ancient amusements of Greece, 

That the people enjoyed both in war and in 
peace? : : 

There was one that obtained the all-favouring 
smile 

Of your well-beloved daughter, and pleased her 
the while, : 

Some gifted ones trod the theatrical stage, 

And proud the attention of men to engage, 

They burst as it were through the gloom of the 


ave, 

And roll’d back the veil of the past, and gave 

To the wondering gaze of a countless throng, 

The sayings ang deeds of the Heroes of Song, 

Agamemnon, Ulysses, and all the vast train 

Of the heroes who bled in the Trojan campaign, 

And all who were famed in the Homeric verse 

Were made by these actors their parts to rehearse; 

And a people delighted, their knowledge thus 
zleaned 

(Though years, to the thousand, had then inter- 
vened 

Of none who with pride, they then fathers would 
call, : 

Who in sayings and doings seemed Demi-gods all. 

But I scarcely need tell you that Greece is no 
more, = 

Her dominion transferred to Parthenopé’s shore, 

The star of the Theatre rose and fell 

As oft as she drank of Prosperity’s well : 

But the sun of dominion continued to roam 

To an island that’s washed by the sea’s white 
foam, s 

To the island in question at once we will go 

Its theatres to scan, for I’d have you to know, 

By the way that the Sons of the Stage are re. 
ceived 

The sense of a people can well be perceived. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. _ 
FVABINET THEATRE, LIVERPOOL STREET, 
Kino’s Cornss. Performances weekly and sometimes 
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at shorter intervals. Persons desirous of Training for 
the Stage, or performing for amusement, will be afforded 
every facility. Members Subscription, 5s. per quarter. 
The Saloon appropriated to the Members every evening, 
from 8 to 10 o'clock. Casts of Characters in performance 
and preparation continually exhibited, and the expences 
very moderate, including Dresses, &c, The female cha- 
racters cast by the Manager only. Clubs or parties can 
engage the Establishment for Five Guineas, (including 
two rehearsals) and covering Dresses and ail other expences, 
excepting printing. Wig and make-up, 6d. per each cha- 
racter. Application, if by letter, to be pre-paid, to Mr. 
Dryven, at the Theatre, or at No. 12, Baker Street. 

N.B.—Mr. Dryden's ANNUAL BENEFIT takes place 
at this Theatre on TuvEsbay, Fes. 28rd, when will be 
performed Romeo and Juliet, with a variety of other enter- 
tainments. 

ASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. This 

J Magnificently re-decorated Suite of Rooms is OPEN 
EVERY EVENING, and comprises the largest and best 
Bali Room in London. Splendid Subscription Room most 
elegantly furnished. Extensive Galleries, with Cigar Divan, 
and Balconies attached. Superbly decorated Wine, Coffee, 
and Refreshment Rooms, fitted up ina superior style. 153 
immense and costly Mirrors reflect the decorations at all 
points—while the whole, illuminated by 14 New Crystal 
Lustre Chandeliers, and numerous Lamps, presents a coup 
dil of unparelleled splendour, luxury, elegance, and 
refinement Mr. W.M. Packer's inimitable band will per- 
form nightly selections from “ l.aSonnambula,” “ Lucia de 
Lammermoor,” ‘ Les Huguenots,”  Puritani,” &c. And 
a programme of Danse Music, consisting of the most novel 
and choicest compositions of the day, including The 
“‘Sultana’s,” ‘* Malta,” and “Vive Paris ” Quadrilles. ‘‘Le 
Carillonneur de Bruges,” ‘‘Violante,” and “ Stella” Waltzes 
‘‘Our British Queen,” ‘Floral Fete,” and ‘* Rochester” 
Polkas. The “Artillery” and ‘Close of the Ball” Galops, 
&c. Doors open at Eight o’clock and close at Twelve. 
Admission 1s. 

N.B.—Mr. W. M. Pacxer’s ANNUAL BENEFIT is 
appointed to take place on THurspay, March 30th, 1854, 
when (by general desire)a GRAND BAL MASQUE will 
will be given, it being positively the Final One this season. 
Gentleman’s Tickets, 5s. ; Lady’s ditto 3s. 


HE MOST INTERESTING GROUP EVER MODEL- 
LED.—Their Royal Hizhnesses the Prince of Wales, 
Prince Alfred, the Princess Royal, the Princess Alice, 
Princess Helena, Princess Loufsa, and Prince Arthur, 
which has been honour-d with the highest encomiums.— 
Madame TUSSAUD and SONS—Exhibition, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square. Admission Is.: Napoleon 
Rooms, 6d. Open, Summer Season, from 11 till 10. Win- 
ter—11 to dusk; Evening, 7 till 10 at Night. 





HEATRICAL AND MUSICAL AGENCY.— Mr. 
THOMAS PAYNE begs most respectfully to tender 
his services to those Ladies and Gentlemen who, possessing 
the requisite abilities, wish to enter the profession. Ward- 
robes, Properties, &c,. &c., supplied. Instruction given in 
Music, Singing, Dancing, Elocution, &c., &c. All letters 
requiring an answer to contain a Stamp, and be addressed 
to Mr. THomAs Payne, 25, Bow Street, Covent Garden, 


R. HOSKINS continues to give LESSONS in the Art 

of PUBLIC SPEAKING, and also in preparing 

Ladies and Gentlemen for the Dramatic Profession. Ap- 

plications to be made at his residence, 24, Myddleton- square. 
References to Pupils. Terms Moderate. 





SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months ........0s0-seese00 One Shilling. 
Six Months  .......ccceeseesseereeee TWO Shillings. 
Twelve Months.......++..:+00+++ FourShillings. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o’clock by 
Vickers, 28, Holywell-street, Strand, for the Proprietor, 
W. Bestow, 19, Upper Cummings Street, Pentonville, 
where all communications are to be sent; and Sold by 
J. Allen, Warwick-lane; Harris, Blackfriar’s-road ; Gil- 
bert, Paternoster Rcw; Shaw and Wilson, 7, Bridges 
Street, Covent Garden; and all Booksellers and News- 
vendors. 

Manchester, James Daggett, 52, Great Ancoats- and Mr. 
Lynch, Market Street; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 
Liverpool. To be had by order in anv of the Provincial 
Towns. 

London: Printed by H. Me Potxerr, 35 & 36, Alder- 
manbury, in the City of London.—February 22nd, 1854. 





